Vazeni ¢tenari,

vyroéni zprava Organizace pro pomoc uprchlikim za rok 2003 vam nabizi prehled aktivit,
projektt, publikaci, seminéft, dGspécht a hospodarfeni organizace. Ve svém Uvodnim slové
ve vyrocni zpravé 2002 jsem se zminil o spokojenosti s nasi cinnosti a dobré spolupraci s nestatnimi
a statnimi institucemi zabyvajicimi se uprchliky v Ceské republice. Jsem rad, %e v roce 2003 jsme
v tomto sméru Uspésné pokracovali. O tom vypovida obsah Vyrocni zpravy OPU za rok 2003,

vevs

a proto mi dovolte podélit se s vami o obecnéjsi pohled na soucasnou uprchlickou problematiku.

Vysoky komisae OSN pro uprchliky pan Ruud Lubbers oznacil ve svém ohlédnuti se za rokem
2003 tento rok jako ,,dobry rok ve Spatném svété". Toto vyjadreni vhodné vystihuje také nase
hodnoceni prace OPU a vyvoje uprchlictvi v Evropé.

PovaZuji souéasnou politiku ¢lenskych stitl Evropské unie a statd pristupujicich k EU
za nerozumnou. Vyvoj soucasného azylového prava zemi EU je vyvojem smérujicim k uplné
minimalizaci standardu pfijeti uprchlikdi, ktery namisto zaji§téni pfiblizné stejné drovné distojného
prijeti uprchlikli v Evropé sméFuje k zavedeni neséetnych vyjimek z jiZ tak nizké drovné péée
o 7adatele o azyl. Populace evropskych zemi p¥itom rychle starnou a pravé pfijeti cizinci do
spoleénosti ¢lenskych statd EU by mohlo byt jednim z vhodnych zptisobli zmirnéni tohoto problému.
Aktivni spole¢né politika imigrace vSak na drovni €lenskych statti Evropské unie chybi a ani rok 2003
nepfinesl v tomto sméru velky pokrok. Vysledkem jsou nova a nova opatieni zamezuijici migraci,
ktera je pritom historicky skutecnostf lidstvu vlastni a jen ztézi omezitelnou. Jedinou moznosti nové
prichozich tak obvykle byva predlozeni Zadosti o azyl, jehoz smysl se v proudu migrace ztraci. Nové
bariéry kolem Evropy v podobé technickych inovaci na vnéjsich hranicich EU nebo pravnich
konstrukei umoznujicich oznaceni témér kazdé zadosti o azyl za nepfijatelnou nebo zjevné
neddvodnou jen pFispéji k tomu, Ze dlouhodoby Zivot cizincli v ilegalit& a s tim spojena rizika pro
spolecnost i cizince samotné budou jedinou moznosti jejich Zivota v cilové zemi.

Jako reprezentant z&jmd uprchliki se musim ptat: Je tento pristup v souladu s Zenevskou tmluvou?
Nedochazi stale ¢ast&ji k nepfijeti skuteéného uprchlika neboli k Umluvou zakézanému navraceni
uprchliki do nebezpenych zemi? Nejsou zrovna uprchlici z Cecenska osobami, které pottebuji
diistojné pijeti evropskymi zemémi v duchu smyslu Zenevské tmluvy?

Domnivam se, Ze neni jiné cesty ze soucasného stavu nez nabidnout migrujicim osobdm préhledny
zpuisob jejich pfijeti do hostitelskych evropskych zemi. Méli bychom umét vyuzit schopnosti téchto
osob. Zasadni dlohu v pfijiméni cizincl by mély sehrévat zastupitelské Urady jednotlivych stati EU,
v pFipadé uprchlikd ve spolupraci s UNHCR. V soucasném systému pfijeti se Fada skuteéné
pronasledovanych osob do azylovych zemi nedostane a ze sluzeb obchodnikd s lidmi tak profituii ti
cizinci, ktefi si je mohou dovolit, pfiéemz vétina z nich migruje z jiného divodu nez je pronésledovéni
v zemi plvodu. Nutnym doplnénim tohoto systému musi byt efektivni névratova politika statd.

V roce 2004 chceme providénim vhodnych projektl opét prispivat k tomu, aby byly
pronasledované osoby v Ceské republice dobre prijimany a jejich integrace do ceské spolecnosti
byla kvalitni a rychla.

JUDr. Martin Rozumek
Reditel OPU
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Cilem OPU je pomahat uprchlikiim a ostatnim cizincim na tizemi Ceské
republiky, kteFi jsou pronasledovani z dilvodu politického, etnického,
nabozenského, rasového nebo prislusnosti k urcité socialni skupiné,
a tém, kteFi v CR pozivaji prava azylu a doéasné ochrany.

Na ¢innosti OPU se v roce 2003 podileli tito zaméstnanci:

JUDr. Martin Rozumek - feditel

Ing. Dzana Popovi¢, Julie Pikalova-Hernandézova, Lida Bobysudova - socidlni pracovnice

Mgr. Pavla Rozumkova, Mgr. Véra Honuskova - pravni poradkyné

Gabriela Kopuleta, Petra Novakova, Michal Bernard, Daniela KortiSova - pravni poradci

Martin Krahulik, Jaroslav Vétrovsky, Hana Kratochvilové, Ing. Ivana Janti — pravni poradci
Kristina Gotteltova — koordinatorka projektu pro nezletilé déti bez doprovodu

Lucie Machalova — socialné-pravni poradce, Jana Martinkova, Miriam Jevikova,

Blanka Trévnikové — koordinatorka dobrovolnickych aktivit zaméfenych na integraci azylantd,
Anetta Riglova — koordintorka dobrovolnikli, Anna Pajmova - (iéetni.

Spravni rada OPU: Tanweer Ali — predseda spravni rady, Zuzana Klain, Silke Horakova, Gwen

Albert, Vladéna Sykorova, Alice Kozakova, Helena Péchouckova.

OPU je nevladni neziskovou organizaci, ktera se od svého zalozeni v roce 1991 zabyva pravni,
socialni a psychologickou pomoci uprchlikiim a ostatnim cizincim na Gzemi CR. Vedle prace v
sidle OPU, kde jsou kazdy pracovni den cizim stitnim piislu$nikim k dispozici odborni
pracovnici OPU, navétévujeme pravidelné azylova zafizeni a zafizeni pro zajisténi cizincd v CR,
ve kterych pomahédme Zadatellim o azyl v FeSeni jejich problémd. V nasi praci vénujeme zvy$enou
pozornost ohrozenym skupindm mezi uprchliky, tj. détem, zenam ve zranitelném postaveni,
osobam nemocnym a handicapovanym.

Vedle popsanych aktivit realizujeme také vzdélavaci programy pro studenty vysokych skol, které
si kladou za cil vychovu budoucich odbornikl v oblasti pravni a socialni prace s uprchliky a
migranty. Dalsi ¢innosti OPU v oblasti vzdélavani je organizovani prednasek na mnoha strednich
$kolach v CR. K nadim Gspéchiim patii zejména Gspéin4 realizace socidlnich programi pro
uprchliky, kdy jsme byli schopni pomoci mnoha Zenam, détem i muzskym Zadateldm o azyl v
jejich kritickych Zivotnich situacich. Hlavnim partnerem OPU v jeji praci je Utad Vysokého
komisai'e OSN pro uprchliky. (UNHCR — www.unhcr.ch).

OPU se aktivné podili na aktivitach Evropské rady pro uprchliky a exulanty (ECRE), ktera
sdruzuje 75 clenskych organizaci zabyvajicich se praci s uprchliky. Nejvyznamnéjsi aktivitou
ECRE (www.ecre.org) v regionu stiedni Evropy je priprava nevladnich organizaci na vstup do
Evropské unie se zaméfenim na vzdélavani v oblasti fundraisingu, lobovani a obecné spoluprace
nevladnich organizaci. OPU se dobfe zapoijilo do aktivit pravni ¢asti Evropské rady pro uprchliky
a exulanty ELENA a také advocacy network casti Evropské rady pro uprchliky a exil tzv.
ECRANu. Vyména zkusenosti a informaci v ramci ECRANu a ELENY umoznila OPU (cinné se
zapojit do problematiky uprchlictvi na drovni Evropy a Evropské unie.

Pravni poradenstvi

Poradenstvi |ze specifikovat podle délky trvani na kratkodobé a dlouhodobé. Kratkodobé
poradenstvi zahrnuje jednorazové pravni porady, zejména informace tykajici se pribéhu azylové
procedury, zodpovidani individudlnich dotazd, pfipadné sepsani rtznych typl podani.
Dlouhodobé poradenstvi je uplatiiovano v tzv. silnych piipadech a zahrnuje komplexni péci o
pribéh azylové procedury. Snahou je pomoci klienttim, ktefi maji skute¢né divody pro udéleni
azylu, tedy napliiuji definici uprchlika dle Umluvy o prévnim postaveni uprchliké, resp. dévody
udéleni azylu dle ceského zakona o azylu. Tento typ poradenstvi zacina seznamenim se s
piipadem a jeho pravnim zhodnocenim na zakladé individudlniho pohovoru pravnika s klientem.
Nasleduje priprava na pohovor v fizeni o udéleni azylu, pokud jesté nebyl proveden.

Poradenstvi je poskytovano bezplatné a vzdy sméfuje k nalezeni trvalého reSeni problému
uprchlikti. Prévni poradenstvi je poskytovano viem cizinclim v nouzi. Pravni poradci OPU se také
zabyvaji zpracovanim pravnich analyz z oblasti uprchlického préava a préva lidskych prav. Hlavnimi
partnery OPU v pravni ¢innosti jsou UNHCR, Ministerstvo vnitra a advokatni kancelar Linklaters.
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Ve své praci se také pravni poradci OPU zaméruji na znevyhodnéné skupiny v uprchlické populaci
jako jsou nezletilé déti bez doprovodu, obéti nasili nebo Zadatelé o azyl starsiho véku. V roce 2003
jsme poskytli pravni pomoc vice nez 3 tisictim #adateld o azyl a azylanté v Ceské republice.

Socialni asistence

OPU poskytuje poradenstvi v oblastech, které se vztahuii k situaci uprchliki a ostatnich cizincti
na Gzemi Ceské republiky. Tato pomérné Sirok oblast zahrnuje poradenstvi v zaleZitostech,
které mnozi klienti nejsou schopni otevirené prodiskutovat s rodinou ¢i v ramci jejich kulturni a
narodnostni komunity, protoZe jim v tom brani riizné kulturni a narodnostni tradice. Casto jeto
jedina prilezitost, kdy se svéfi s dlouho skryvanymi problémy, potencialné ¢i redlné existujicimi
konflikty a diikladné je rozeberou se zku$enymi socialnimi pracovniky. V ramci zlep$eni klientovy
psychické a socialni situace pracovnici OPU nezfidka Fesi problémy i s celou rodinou ¢i
komunitou. Respektuji pfi tom kulturni i nabozenskou identitu jednotlivce i celé komunity.
Duvérné socialni poradenstvi je tizce spjato s psychologickou pomoci poskytovanou zkuenymi
profesionaly. V roce 2003 poskytli sociélni pracovnici pomoc celkem dvéma tisicim adatellim o
azyl a cizinciim pobyvajicim v CR.

Nedilnou soucasti socialni prace je také kontakt s ceskymi uirady, informace o systému skolstvi ¢i
zdravotni péée a pomoc s Fe$enim Fady dalSich potieb uprchlikd spojenych s jejich pobytem v
CR. K tomu, abychom usnadnili Zivot Zadatelim o azyl v Ceské republice, vypracoval tym
slozeny ze socialnich pracovnik a prévniké informaéni brozuru Vitejte v €eské republice.
Jsou zde odpovédi na nejéast&jsi dotazy spojené s pobytem Zadatel(i o azyl v CR. Informaéni
brozura Vitejte v Ceské republice je dostupné v éeském, anglickém a ruském jazyce v kanceléfi

OPU a na adrese www.opu.cz nebo www.azyl.cz.

Ve spolupraci s Karlovou univerzitou v Praze, Filozofickou fakultou, katedrou socidlni prace,
realizuje OPU vzdélavaci kurz pro studenty socialni prace zaméfeny na teoretickou a praktickou
pfipravu budoucich odbornikid v sociélni préci s uprchliky. Jednim z vysledkd projektu je také
sbornik prednasek z kurz, ktery probihal ve skolnim roce 2002/2003 a je rovnéz dostupny na
internetové strance www.opu.cz

OPU je vedouci organizaci v implementaci Competency Development Programu
UNHCR v Ceské republice, ktery se zaméfuje na socidlni praci s uprchliky v regionu stredni
Evropy, baltickych stati a Kypru. Sociélni pomoc OPU se zaméFuje na déti, Zeny a uprchliky
starSiho véku.

Volnoé€asové aktivity

OPU organizuje celou fadu volnodasovych aktivit zejména pro déti a mladez v azylovych
zafizenich pro Zadatelé o azyl. Volnocasové aktivity, které OPU porada Ize rozdélit do dvou
skupin. Tou prvni jsou pravidelné volnocasové aktivity, mezi néz patii arteterapeutické,
muzikoterapeutické a pohybové terapeutické skupiny, kterych se Géastni jak déti Zadatelt o azyl

tak déti eské. Dale jsou organizovany napiiklad vanocni besidky a sportovni akce u prilezitosti
mezinarodniho dne déti. Druhou skupinu tvori prilezitostné aktivity, které vznikaji dle potreby v
koordinaci s dalsSimi organizacemi napr. diskotéky pro déti i dospélé, vesela sportovni olympiada,

vylety a dalsi.

Dobrovolnici

OPU spolupracuije také s dobrovolniky, ktefi se podileji jednak na realizaci volnocasovych aktivit,
ale také jsou nam velkou pomoci pri administrativnich pracich v kancelafi organizace a
fundraisingu. Zvlastni skupinou jsou dobrovolnici — tlumochnici, ktefi nam vyznamnou mérou
usnadiiuji komunikaci s klienty a tim ndm pomahajf zkvalitnit nasi péci o Zadatele o azyl a ostatni
cizince. Prostiednictvim dobrovolnickych aktivit se OPU zabyva pomoci v oblasti integrace
azylantd do éeské spoleénosti a usiluje o zapojeni zejména mladych lidi do odbornych a
volnocasovych aktivit organizace. Vyskoleni dobrovolnici OPU se také dlouhodobé vénuji
individulni pomoci jednotlivym azylantlim v integraci v mistech jejich sou¢asného pobytu.

Nejvyznamnéjéim partnerem OPU je Utad Vysokého komisate OSN pro uprchliky v Praze
(www.unhcr.cz), jehoz program OPU provadi v oblasti pravniho poradenstvi, socialniho
poradenstvi a volno¢asovych aktivit pro #adatele o azyl v Ceské republice.

V oblasti pravni cinnosti jsme se mohli zaméfit, za laskavé podpory Delegace Evropské komise v
Ceské republice (www.evropska-unie.cz), na problematiku slu¢ovani rodin cizinct. V ramci
projektu Slou€eni rodiny jsme jednak poskytovali prévni pomoc rozdélenym rodindm, v
nichZ byl alespori jeden élen rodiny ob&anem jiného stétu. Jednim z vysledka projektu byla vedle
seminaid také publikace odborné préce s nizvem Pravo cizince na rodinny zZivot, v niz
jsme se zaméfili na ¢lanek 8 Evropské imluvy o ochrané lidskych prav a zakladnich svobod.

Publikace je dostupna v kancelaii OPU a na nasf internetové strance.

Pravni pomoc byla pracovniky Organizace pro pomoc uprchlikim poskytovana zejména
#adatelim o azyl na Gzemi Ceské republice. Na tuto ¢&nnost pispélo v roce 2003 také
Ministerstvo vnitra CR, odbor azylové a migraéni politiky (www.mvcr.cz/uprchlici). Ve spolupraci
s odborem azylové a migraéni politiky jsme rovnéz realizovali projekt Poradenstvi
cizinciim v €R, ktery se zaméFil na pravni a socialni pomoc dlouhodobé usazenym cizinctim
v Ceské republice.

K nejlspé$n&jsim projektim OPU v roce 2003 patfil projekt Pravni kliniky, ktery byl
realizovan ve spolupraci s Pravnickou fakultou Karlovy univerzity, katedrou mezinarodniho prava
a advokatni kancela¥i Linklaters. Projekt umoznil poskytnout studentiim Pravnické fakulty UK
teoreticky a prakticky Gvod do uprchlického préva. Ti nejlepsi z absolventd tohoto kurzu se poté
zapojili do aktivit pravniho poradenstvi OPU Zadatelim o azyl, kde pod vedenim dlouholetych
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pravnikd Organizace pro pomoc uprchlikiim vyznamné pFispéli k nalezeni fe$eni probléma
naSich klientd. Projekt Prévni kliniky byl realizovén za podpory nadace Open Society Fund Praha
(www.osf.cz).

V roce 2003 jsme zahéjili provadéni projektu PFiprava €eskych neviadnich organizaci
na vstup do Evropské unie. V ramci projektu pracujeme na publikaci, ktera pfedstavi
legislativni proces pfijimani predpisi EU, moZnosti nevladnich organizaci na praci zdkonodarnych
a vykonnych instituci EU a shrnuti pfedpisd prava Evropskych spoledenstvi v oblasti spole¢né
azylové a migra¢ni politiky. Soucasti projektu je také studijni cesta do Bruselu, organizace
konference a pravidelné zasilani zprav ¢eskym nevladnim organizacim. Projekt je realizovan za
podpory Delegace Evropské komise v Ceské republice.

Ve spolupréci s nejvyznamnéj$i némeckou organizaci zabyvajici se problematikou uprchlikd
organizaci Pro Asyl (www.proasyl.de) jsme se zaméfili na monitoring €esko-némecké
hranice a otazku podminek pobytu cizincli v zaFizenich Policie CR pro
zaji§téni cizinclt za G¢elem spravniho vyhosténi. Na piipadu péti nezletilych Zadateld o azyl
bez doprovodu byla zpracovana zprava v ¢eském a némeckém jazyce, kterd poukazuje na pravni
a praktické nedostatky v otizce omezeni osobni svobody cizincl a Zadateld o azyl na Gzemi
Ceské republiky. Zprava je dostupné na internetovych strandch OPU.

V oblasti socialni prace navazujeme na dlouholetou zkusenost OPU, ktera se datuje od doby
zaloZeni organizace v roce [991. Hlavnim partnerem v této praci je Utad Vysokého komisare
OSN pro uprchliky v Praze. Jednim z mnoha piinost spoluprace mezi OPU a UNHCR je aktivni
ucast OPU v Competency Development Programu UNHCR (www.cdnp.net), ktery
je koordinovan budapestskym Ukadem Vysokého komisate OSN pro uprchliky a umoziiuje
vyménu zkusenosti, rozvijeni znalosti, dovednosti a spoluprace mezi socialnimi pracovniky v
regionu stfedni Evropy, pobaltskych stétd a Kypru. V ramci tohoto programu jsme v roce 2003
pripravili 4 seminafe pro socialni pracovniky statnich a nestatnich instituci, které byly usporradany
v prostorach UNHCR Praha.

Competency Development Program stél u vzniku dspé$ného projektu Socialni kliniky v roce
2002. Projekt Socidlni klinika si klade za cil vychovu budoucich socialnich pracovnikd s uprchliky
a je provadén ve spolupraci s Karlovou univerzitou, Filozofickou fakultou, katedrou socialni
prace, a UNHCR, ktery jej podporuje metodicky. Ve Skolnim roce 2003/2004 tézime ze
zkusenosti pilotniho roéniku projektu Socidlni kliniky a nabizime studentdm véech roénikd studia
socialni prace v prvnim semestru kurzu teoretickou pripravu zalozenou na prednaskach
odbornikd stitnich a nesttnich instituci. Ve druhém semestru kurzu absolvovali studenti
praktickou pripravu v OPU a v azylovych zafizenich Spravy uprchlickych zafizeni Ministerstva
vnitra CR. PFispévku lektort v kurzu byly shrnuty do publikace Socidlni prace s uprchliky. Za
podporu projektu dékujeme zejména Nadaci Open Society Fund, UNHCR a Spravé uprchlickych
zafizeni.

Diky podpo¥e Velvyslanectvi Nizozemského kralovstvi v CR (www.netherlandsembassy.cz) jsme
v roce 2003 roziifili ¢innost OPU pro nezletilé Zadatele bez doprovodu rodiét nebo jinych
dospélych pribuznych. Projekt Separated Refugee Children se vedle socidlni prace a
volnocasovych aktivit s nezletilymi détmi umoznil prohloubeni pravni pomoci se zamérenim na
vyhledévani rodinnych pfislu$nikti, pomoci v orientaci v systému sttni spravy a prévniho iadu a
také zastupovéani nezletilych Zadatell o azyl v Fizeni o udéleni azylu a Fizeni o vyho$téni.
Pfedmétem pozornosti OPU je zejména situace nezletilct v detenci tj. zafizenich policie pro
zaji$téni cizincl za Géelem spravniho vyhostén.

OPU tradiéné zapojuje do svych aktivit dobrovolniky. Projekt Podané ruce nim umoznil
zapojit do volnocasovych aktivit studenty vybranych vysokych Skol a také pracovniky
partnerskych organizaci a spoleénosti. Spoluprace se skupinami studentd vysokych $kol byla
umoznéna diky pomoci Multikulturniho centra Praha (www.mke.cz ). Zvlastni skupinou mezi
nasimi dobrovolniky jsou lidé, ktefi se rozhodli dlouhodobé vénovat sviij volny ¢as konkrétnimu
cizinci, kterému byl ministerstvem udélen azyl. Cilem této aktivity je usnadnit azylantdm a jejich
rodinnym pfislusnikiim integraci do éeské spoleénosti v misté jejich nového bydlisté.

Za podpory Velvyslanectvi Spojenych stitl americkych v Praze (www.usembassy.cz) jsme
provadéli projekt Behind the Fences, ktery se zaméfil na vyplnéni volného ¢asu déti
uprchlikd. U spoleénych hudebnich, vytvarnych a taneénich aktivit se déti Zadatell o azyl
setkavali se svymi vrstevniky ze zékladnich skol v obcich, které hosti ¢i sousedi s azylovymi
zaFizenimi Spravy uprchlickych zafizeni MVCR. Obdobny projekt s ndzvem Setkavani, ktery
se zaméFil na vytvarné aktivity déti a &innost dobrovolnikd, byl realizovén za laskavé podpory ze
sbirky Pomozte détem Nadace rozvoje obc¢anské spolecnosti (www.nros.cz).

Ve spolupréci s UNHCR a Sprévou uprchlickych zafizeni MVCR jsme v roce 2003 zahdijil
realizaci pilotniho projektu zaméreného na prevenci a monitoring sexualniho a genderového
nasili mezi osobami, které potrebuji mezinarodni ochranu. Na tento projekt navazuje spolecny
projekt OPU a mad'arské organizace Menedek s nazvem Prevention and Monitoring
of Sexual and Gender Based Violence Among Persons in Need
of International Protection in Central Europe and the Baltic States. Tento
projekt spojuje uvedené aktivity na podporu obéti nasili v uprchlické populaci v 10 zemich
stredni Evropy.
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PUBLIKACE OPU

Vzhledem k tomu, Ze jednou z priorit OPU je obecné snaha o zvySeni informovanosti o
problematice uprchlictvi a migrace, povaZujeme za dileZitou aktivitu i vlastni publikaéni ¢innost.
Ta je zaméFena jednak na potteby nasich klientd, na druhé strané slouZi i odborné vefejnosti a
ostatnim zéjemcdm o danou oblast. Publikace OPU jsou dostupné i prostfednictvim
internetovych stranek organizace (www.opu.cz). V ramci specidlni sekce uvedenych webovych
stranek |ze pak nalézt i ostatni ndzory a stanoviska OPU k riznym otizkam, které souviseji s
azylovou a cizineckou problematikou.

Jak bylo jiz uvedeno, OPU v rdmci svych projektt provadi poradenstvi Zadatellim o azyl na Gzemi
CR, jehoZ dlleZitou soudsti je i poskytovani informaci o pravech a povinnostech Zadatelli o azyl
a dalsich otazkach, které souviseji s Fizenim o azylu v CR. Pro potieby Zadatelli o azyl, resp.
dalSich zainteresovanych subjektd proto jiz v roce 2001 vznikla informaéni broZura ,Vitejte v
Ceské republice” v &eském, anglickém a ruském jazyce. V roce 2003 doslo k nékolika
vyznamnym zménam v oblasti azylové problematiky. Ty jsme povazovali za natolik zasadni s
ohledem na prakticky dopad, ze doslo ke zpracovani aktualizovaného vydani publikace ,Vitejte v
Ceské republice”, a to v &eské, anglické a ruské jazykové mutaci.

VITEJTE WELCOME
V CESKE REPUBLICE TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC

O orornizace 0D orommizace
PRO POMOC PRO POMOC
L werciiikom L werciuikom

Dalsi publikaci, ktera vznikla v roce 2003 v ramci OPU je prispévek s nazvem ,,Pravo cizince na
rodinny Zivot". Jeji zpracovani a vydani probéhlo v ramci projektu Slouceni rodiny podpoireného
Delegaci Evropské komise v Ceské republice. Publikace se zabyva mezinarodn&pravnimi aspekty
slu¢ovani rodin cizinct, zejména s ohledem na &lanek 8 Evropské dmluvy o ochrané lidskych prav
a zakladnich svobod. Vyznamna ¢ast je vénovana zpracovani judikatury Evropského soudu pro
lidska préva ve Strasburku, ktera se dotyka slu¢ovani rodin cizincd. Publikace dale obsahuje i
rozbor dané problematiky v ramci ¢eského pravniho iadu. Studie je urcena predevsim odborné
vefejnosti a studentlim prévnickych fakult.

PRAVO CIZINCE
NA RODINNY ZIVOT

Martin Rozumek, Pavla Vrétna

oP
o/

PRO POMOC
UPRCHLIKUM

V ramci vzdélavaciho projektu Socilni klinika vydala OPU v roce 2003 sbornik piispévkd
prezentovanych v rami pilotniho ro¢niku uvedeného kurzu s nazvem , Socialni prace s uprchliky"
Kurz byl realizovan ve spolupraci s katedrou sociélni prace FF UK v Praze. Vyznam publikace
spodivad piedevim v tom, Ze piind$i studentim i ostatnim zijemcdm pestry pohled na
problematiku socialni prace se zcela specifickou skupinou, kterou tvori zadatelé o azyl ¢i osoby,
kterym byl v CR azyl udé&len. Vzhledem k tomu, 7e autory jednotlivych piispévkd jsou pracovnici
statnich i nestatnich instituci, které se zabyvaji uprchliky v CR, obsahuje publikace i cenné

zkuSenosti z praxe.

SOCIALNi PRACE
S UPRCHLIKY
sbornik prispévku v kurzu

Socidlni aspekty uprchlictvi
Vv teorii a praxi

=]

Zkusenosti OPU svédci o tom, ze publikacni ¢innost vztahujici se k tématu migrace a uprchlictvi

v/ v

je v CR zadouci a véfime, ze i v dal$im roce ji bude mozno nadale rozvijet.
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Vyména a predévani zkuSenosti, setkavani se s jinymi a ochota k dal$imu vzdélavéni je duleZitym
predpokladem fungovani moderni nevladni organizace. Pro oblast migrace a azylu plati toto
pravidlo dvojnasob, a to i s ohledem na predpokladany vstup CR do EU. Zajem OPU o (cast na
rGznych mezinarodnich i narodnich konferencich a seminafich, které se tykaji problematiky jejf
cinnosti je dlouhodoby, a proto se i v roce 2003 pracovnici OPU zi¢astnili celé Fady téchto akci.

OPU rovnéz aktivné pfistupovalo k otzce potédani viastnich konferenci a seminéfd. V roce 2003
povazujeme za nejvyznamnéjsi spoluporradani mezinarodni konference v Kutné Hoi'e v ramci ECRE
- programu ,.Central European Fundraising Project". Tato konference, které se zicastnili zastupci
nevladnich organizaci ze stredni Evropy a Balkanu, byla zaméfena predevsim na problematiku
vzajemné spoluprace nevladnich organizaci ve vztahu k lobovani a moznosti ziskavani financnich

prostiedkt k zabezpedenti jejich fungovéni, zejména s ohledem na vstup do EU.

Dalsi vyznamnou akci, poradanou OPU v roce 2003 byl mezinarodni workshop zaméfeny na
prevenci a monitoring sexudlniho a genderového nasili mezi osobami, které potiebuji
mezinarodni ochranu. Workshop, ktery byl soucasti projektu, jenz OPU realizuje ve spolupraci
s madarskou nevladni organizaci Menedék v ramci programu PHARE, se zt¢astnili zastupci ze
stfedni a vychodni Evropy. Jeho cilem byla vyména zkusenosti a diskutovani fady aspektl nasi
prace z hlediska prevence a monitoringu nasili v uprchlické populaci, i s ohledem na moznosti
vytvoreni fungujicich mechanisml prevence a monitoringu na nérodnich trovnich.

Organizaci seminare s nazvem ,,Trénink klinického pravniho vzdélavani" jsme v roce 2003 rovnéz
prispéli do oblasti této formy vyuky, kterou OPU jiz nékolik let realizuje i v CR. Interaktivni
workshop, ktery OPU poradala ve spolupraci s Open Society Justice Initiative a Public Interest
Law Initiative, a jehoz se ztcastnili profesofi pravnich klinik predevsim z evropskych univerzit,
byl finanéné podpoten ze zdroji Open Society Institute. Jeho cilem pak byla pfedeviim vyména
praktickych zkusenosti s realizaci klinické vyuky.

Z dalSich Gspésné realizovanych akci OPU v roce 2003, Ize zminit seminaf organizovany v ramci
projektu Slouéeni rodiny, & série workshopli se zaméfenim na vzdélévani socidlnich pracovnik
v ramci Competency Development Programu UNHCR.

Zastupci OPU se v roce 2003 zdcastnili velkého poétu zejména mezindrodnich semindfd a
konferenci. Za nejvyznamnéjsi povazuje G¢ast na tradiéni plilroénich setkanich ¢lenskych organizaci
ECRE, G¢ast na schiizkich v Goteborgu a Assenu v rdmci iniciativy EQUAL, seminaFich v Budapesti
v ramci CDNP programu UNHCR a Evropského stiediska pro prava Romd, nékolik navitév
Strasburku a Bruselu za podpory ECRE, Rady Evropy a Delegace Evropské komise v Praze atp.

Organizace pro pomoc uprchliklim uspoFédala ve dnech |2. srpna aZ 7. zafi 2003 pod zaititou
Ministryn& 3kolstvi CR v galerii Domu fotografie Josefa Sudka v Praze vystavu uméleckych a

reportéznich fotografii vyznamnych &eskych fotografli. Vystavou jsme upozornili na problém
uprchlikd v fadé zemich svéta a piedstavili Siroké vefejnosti praci organizace.

Za velky Uspéch povazujeme piredevsim ocenéni nasi milé kolegyné Dzany - Nidzar Popovi¢,
kterého se ji v roce 2003 dostalo ze strany Vysokého komisaie OSN pro uprchliky Ruuda
Lubberse. Dzana Popovi¢, ocenéna za podporu rovnosti pohlavi, se podilela na piipravé
mezinarodniho projektu zaméreného na poradenstvi zenam-zadatelkam o azyl v krizovych
situacich. Projekt se rovnéz zaméfuje na zlepSeni postaveni zen v uprchlickych taborech,
zejména pak z hlediska jejich bezpecnosti. V roce 2002 stala pani Dzana Popovi¢ u zrodu kurzu
Socialni kliniky, ktery se vyucuje na katedre socialni prace, FF UK v Praze.

Dzana Popovi¢ pochazi z Bosny a Hercegoviny a v CR Zije od roku 1993. Je dlouholetou
pracovnici OPU, ktera se ve své cinnosti zaméruje predevsim na oblast socialni prace s uprchliky.
Vénuje se problematice ohrozenych skupin a zastava rovnéz pozici Focal Point v ramci
Competency Development Programu UNHCR pro oblast stéedni Evropy, baltickych stitl a
Kypru.

Lubbers, z jehoz iniciativy se cena zacala v roce 2002 udilet, dodal: "VéFim, Ze existuje fada
praktickych krokd, které mohou vyrazné zménit postaveni Zen, jejich rodin i komunit, z nichz

Il

tyto zeny pochazeji." Pocet laureatek se oproti lonskému roku zdvojnasobil: 20 ocenénych Zen
pochazi z Afriky, Severni Ameriky, Asie a Evropy. Lubbers, ktery zaroven predsedal komisi, jez
lauredty vybrala, zddraznil: "|ejich praci je nutno ocenit. Je povzbuzenim pro Zeny-uprchlice i pro
nas vsechny."
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FINANCE

Piehled podporovatelii nasi prace v roce 2003 v tisicich Ké

Utad Vysokého komisare OSN pro uprchliky
Ministerstvo vnitra CR - OAMP

Open Society Fund

Linklaters

Evropska komise — Phare
Velvyslanectvi USA

Velvyslanectvi Nizozemského kralovstvi
Delegace Evropské komise v CR
Evropska rada pro uprchliky a exil
Competency Development Program
Nadace rozvoje obcanské spolecnosti
Evropska komise — Youth

Evropska komise — Konsorcium

Pro Asyl

Dary pravnickych a fyzickych osob

Celkem

2.002
1.020
665
200
148
200
86
263
52

6l
100
243
1.082
65
134

6.321

Dear readers,

The 2003 Annual Report of the Organization for Aid to Refugees (Organizace pro pomoc
uprchlikim - OPU) reviews our activities, projects, publications, seminars and achievements, and
presents our financial results over last year. In my foreword a year ago, | indicated satisfaction with
our activities and good co-operation with both governmental and non-governmental institutions
and organisations concerned with refugee issues in the Czech Republic. This year | am happy to
add that this co-operation has successfully continued, as this report should show. To start with,
allow me a few general remarks on the current refugee situation.

In his retrospective glance at the year 2003, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud
Lubbers, said it was "a good year in the bad world". His words also do justice to our assessment of
OPU's work and the recent development of the refugee issues in Europe.

Unfortunately, | cannot think of the prevailing refugee policies of the EU Member States and accession
countries as very sensible. The current development of EU asylum laws seems to be heading for
absolute minimisation of refugee reception standards. Rather than maintain the standards for decent
admission of refugees, such developments will lead to introduction of countless exceptions to the
already low level of care provided for the asylum seekers. In the meanwhile, the population of Europe
is rapidly ageing and the integration of foreigners might become an effective way to help ease this
problem. Nevertheless, the EU is still lacking an active common immigration policy and the year 2003
did not see any significant progress in this respect. The result is newer and newer measures to restrict
migration, a natural process in the history of mankind which is hard to restrain. Currently, newcomers
cannot settle normally but must ask for recognition as asylum seekers, which is a status whose
significance is being diminished with the rising migration flow. Whether in the form of technical
measures implemented on the external EU borders, or of legal constructions allowing to classify
almost any application for asylum as inadmissible or manifestly unfounded, the newly emerged
barriers round Europe can only contribute to the situation in which the aliens' only option is a long-
term illegal stay with all the risks ensuing both for the society and the aliens themselves.

As a representative of refugees' interests, | am compelled to ask: Is such an approach in compliance
with the Geneva Convention? Is it not that true refugees are increasingly often not granted asylum,
but deported back to countries which are dangerous for them, this being an act strictly banned by
the Convention? Are refugees from Chechnya not in need of international protection in the spirit
of the 1951 Geneva Convention?

| cannot see a way out of the current situation other than offering migrants a transparent admission
procedure to the host European countries. To put it simply, we should learn how to make use of
their abilities and potential. A fundamental role in the admission process should be assigned to the
EU state embassies, which would collaborate with the UNHCR in refugee cases. Under the
prevailing system, plenty of actually persecuted persons will not get to the asylum countries since
the human traffickers' services can only be bought by those typically migrating for reasons other
than persecution in the country of their origin. A necessary complement to the system would then
be the host countries' effective return policies.

Through our 2004 projects, we again want to help the persecuted to be accepted positively in the
Czech Republic and integrate smoothly and quickly into the Czech society.

JUDr. Martin Rozumek
Director of OPU
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Our mission is to assist refugees and other foreigners seeking asylum in
the Czech Republic on the grounds of being persecuted for reasons of
race, ethnicity, religion, political beliefs or belonging to a particular social
group, as well as persons granted the asylum or those under the
temporary protection regime in the Czech Republic.

Director: JUDr. Martin Rozumek

Social workers: Ing. Dzana Popovi¢, Julie Pikalova-Hernandézova, Lida Bobysudova
Lawyers: Mgr. Pavla Rozumkova, Mgr. Véra Honuskova

Legal counsellors: Gabriela Kopuleta, Petra Novakova, Michal Bernard, Daniela Kortisova,

Martin Krahulik, Jaroslav Vétrovsky, Hana Kratochvilova, Ing. Ivana
Jand, Jana Martinkova

Coordinator of the Separated Children Project: Kristina Gotteltova

Social counsellors: Lucie Machalova, Miriam Jevikova

Coordinator of Integration-Aiming Volunteer Activities: Blanka Travnikova

Volunteer Coordinator: Anetta Riglova

Accountant: Anna Pajmova

Board of Directors: Tanweer Ali (Chairman), Zuzana Klain, Silke Horakova, Gwendolyn
Albert, Vladéna Sykorova, Alice Kozakova, Helena Péchouckova

Founded in 1991, the OPU is a non-governmental and non-profit organisation providing refugees
and other foreigners in the Czech Republic with legal, social and psychological help. Our
professionals are prepared to help these people during the week in the OPU office, in our
regular office hours. In addition, we regularly visit asylum centres and special detention centres
for refugees, where we help asylum seekers to solve their problems and complications. We pay
particular attention to vulnerable groups of refugees, such as children, women, the ill and the
handicapped.

We organise educational programs for university students to educate and train a new generation
of professionals in social and legal work focused on refugees and exiles. Our activities in this field
also include lecturing and arranging for seminars at the Charles University in Prague. Through
our successful social programs for refugees, we have been able to help many women and
children, as well as male-asylum seekers, in critical life situations. The OPU main partner in this
field is the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR—www.unhcr.ch).

We are an active member of the European Council for Refugees and Exiles (ECRE,
www.ecre.org), which brings together 78 organisations for work with refugees. The ECRE
leading activity in Central Europe is the preparation of non-governmental organisations in the
region for entry in the European Union in terms of their education and training in the spheres of
co-operation, fund-raising and lobbying. OPU has also taken part in the activities of ELENA, the
ECRE legal part, as well as in ECRAN, the ECRE advocacy network. The exchange of experience
and information within ECRAN and ELENA has enabled OPU to be active and effective in dealing
with refugee issues at the EU and European levels.

Legal Counselling

Legal counselling can be specified by its duration: short-term and long-term counselling. Short-
term, mostly one-time, legal counselling includes activities such as providing information related
to the asylum procedure, answering individual questions and, in some cases, writing petitions of
different types. Long-term counselling includes complex care in the course of the asylum
procedure, and is provided in difficult cases. We aim at helping those who have a strong case for
being granted asylum, namely those who meet the definition of a refugee as laid down in the
Convention on the Status of Refugees and those meeting the criteria for being granted the
asylum according to Czech asylum legislation. At the beginning of this type of counselling it is
necessary to become acquainted with the case and make a legal evaluation, all on the basis of an
individual interview between lawyer and the client. The next step is preparation for the
interview as part of the asylum procedure, if it has not taken place yet.

The counselling always aims at finding durable solutions to the refugees' problems. It is provided
free of charge for all foreigners in need. Special attention is paid to the underprivileged groups
within the refugee population, such as unaccompanied minors, victims of violence and elderly
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asylum seekers. The OPU lawyers also prepare legal analyses in the field of refugee and human
rights law. The OPU essential partners for co-operation in legal matters are the UNHCR, the
Ministry of Interior and the law firm Linklaters. In 2003 we were able to provide legal advice to
more than 3.000 persons.

Social assistance

OPU provides consultancy in matters concerning the social situation of refugees and other
foreigners in the Czech Republic. This wide array of activities also includes counselling on issues
many clients are unable to discuss out within their families or within their cultural communities
due to the existence of the various cultural and religious "taboos". Not infrequently our
assistance offers the only opportunity for these clients to "come out" with some long hidden
problems, prevent or resolve potential or existing conflicts, and discuss the issues in more depth
with trained and experienced social counsellors. In order to improve the clients' psychological
and social situation, OPU counsellors work in many cases with whole families or communities
while respecting the cultural and religious identity of both the individuals and the communities.
This confidential counselling is complemented by psychological help provided by experienced
professionals. In 2003, our social workers provided help to more than 2000 asylum seekers,
refugees and foreigners in the Czech Republic.

Another integral part of OPU social work is communication with the Czech authorities, as well
as providing information on the system of education or health care and helping refugees supply
their further needs arisen during their stay in the Czech Republic. To make the asylum seekers'
life in the Czech Republic easier, our team of social workers and lawyers have compiled a
booklet titled "Welcome to the Czech Republic", which contains answers to the asylum seekers'
most frequent questions pertaining to their stay in the Czech Republic. The booklet is available
in Czech, English and Russian from the OPU office and http://www.opu.cz or http://www.azyl.cz.
In collaboration with Charles University of Prague, Faculty of Arts, Department of Social Work,
the OPU has organised an undergraduate course for the students of social work to educate and
train future professionals for social work with refugees. An important outcome of this project is
a book of lectures presented under this course in the academic year 2002/2003, which is also
available from http://www.opu.cz.

In co-operation with UNHCR and the Refugee Facilities Administration, OPU implemented a
pilot project aimed at prevention and monitoring of sexual and gender-based violence among
persons in need of international protection. The follow-up project Prevention and Monitoring of
Sexual and Gender Based Violence Among Persons in Need of International Protection in
Central Europe and the Baltic States on the same issue has commenced in co-operation with the
Hungarian organisation Menedek with focus on |0 states in the region of Central Europe, Baltic
states and Cyprus. Last but not least, OPU is a leading Czech implementer of the regional
Competency Development Program of the UNHCR, which aims at increasing the capacity of
social workers with refugees in Central Europe, Baltic states and Cyprus.

Leisure Activities

OPU arranges for a wide range of leisure activities, mainly for small children and teenagers,
directly at the accommodation facilities for asylum seekers. Our activities include regular art,
music and movement therapy sessions for both asylum seekers and Czech children, Christmas
parties, and sporting events on the occasion of the International Children's Day. Apart from the
regular activities, OPU also takes part in arranging individual events, often in co-ordination with
other organisations. These are often inspired by the refugees themselves. In 2003, we organised
several discos for both children and adults, the "Funny Olympic Games', a children's fancy-dress
ball, and one-day trips to the camp's surroundings and to the Prague ZOO.

Volunteers

OPU can rely on a network of volunteers, who prepare and co-ordinate the leisure activities and
are a great help at office work as well as in fund-raising. A special group among the volunteers
are the interpreters and translators who ease communication with the clients to a great extent
and so help to improve our care for them. Through volunteers, the OPU seeks to foster
integration of recognised refugees in the Czech society and to involve mainly young people in
OPU professional as well as leisure-time activities. Specially trained volunteers also work with
recognised refugees individually on a long-term basis, and help them integrate directly in the
place of their stay.

The main OPU partner is the UNHCR Branch Office Prague (www.unhcr.cz). We implement a
UNHCR project to disseminate legal and social counselling opportunities and leisure time
activities provided to the asylum seekers in the Czech Republic.

In the field of legal aid, we were able to focus, with the kind support of the Delegation of the
European Commission in the Czech Republic (www.evropska-unie.cz), on reuniting families.
Our Family Reunion project included providing legal aid to separated families where at least
one member was a foreign citizen. Besides organising several seminars, we also produced a
publication entitled "The Right of Foreigners to Family Life" under the project, where we were
focusing on Article 8 of the European Convention on Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms. It is available from the OPU office or website.

The OPU legal services are mostly provided for asylum seekers. In 2003, these activities also
received financial support from the Czech Ministry of Interior, Department of Asylum and
Migration Policy (www.mvcr.cz/uprchlici). Apart from that, we implemented the Counselling
to Aliens in the Czech Republic project in co-ordination with the Ministry, which aims
at improved legal and social services for foreigners permanently settled in the Czech Republic.
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One of OPU most successful projects in 2003 was the Legal Clinics project. It was
implemented in co-operation with the Charles University of Prague, Faculty of Law, Department
of International Law, and the law firm Linklaters. At the beginning, the law students received
theoretical and practical introduction to the refugee law. The participants with the best
achievements were subsequently involved in OPU legal counselling activities, where they were
a great help at finding solutions to our clients' problems under the co-ordination and supervision
of experienced OPU lawyers. The Legal Clinics project was sponsored by the Open Society
Fund Prague (www.osf.cz).

In 2003, we started the Preparation of Czech NGOs for Accession to the EU
project. As part of the project we have been working on a booklet which would outline the EU
legislative process to enact new regulations, the opportunities for NGOs to participate in the
work of the EU legislative and executive bodies, and a summary of the EU Common Asylum and
Migration Policy legislation. The project also includes a study stay in Brussels, organisation of a
conference and regular reporting to Czech NGOs. Our partner for this project is the Delegation
of the European Union in the Czech Republic.

In co-ordination with Pro Asyl (www.proasyl.de), a Germany-based Human Rights Organisation
for Refugees, we focused on monitoring the Czech-German border and conditions of the
refugees' stay in the detention centres for aliens waiting to be expelled. A case of 5 under-aged
unaccompanied asylum seekers has been documented in a report available in the Czech and
German languages, which points to the legal and practical shortcomings pertaining to limitation
of personal freedom of aliens and asylum seekers in the Czech Republic. The report may be
downloaded from our website.

In the field of social work, we have been building upon our long-term experience gained since
the foundation of the OPU in 1991. Our main partner in social issues is the UNHCR office in
Prague. Among the many beneficial outcomes of this co-operation is our active participation in
the UNHCR Competency Development Program (www.cdnp.net), which is co-
ordinated by the Budapest UNHCR office. The Program aims at networking among social
workers in Central Europe, Baltic States and Cypress. In 2003, we organised four seminars
under this project for social workers of both governmental and non-governmental organisations
in the UNHCR Prague premises.

Also under the Competency Development Program we started the successful Social Clinic
project in 2002. Implemented in collaboration with Charles University, Faculty of Philosophy,
Department of Social Work, and the UNHCR (the latter being helpful in the methodology part),
the Social Clinic is to train and educate a new generation of social workers in working with
refugees. Building upon our experience from the pilot year of 2002/2003, we offer a two-
semester course for all students of social work in the current academic year. In the first semester
the students receive a theoretical education through a series of lectures by experts from
governmental as well as non-governmental sphere. In the second semester, the students go
through practical training in OPU premises and in the individual facilities for asylum seekers. The

pilot year lectures have been collectively published under the title "Social Work with Refugees".
Our thanks for all the support given to the project goes especially to the Open Society Fund
Foundation, the UNHCR and Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of Interior.

We extended, with the support of The Embassy of Netherlands, OPU activities for minor asylum
seekers unaccompanied by their parents or the other adult relatives in 2003. The Project
Separated Refugee Children enabled, in addition to the social work and free- time activities with
minors, deepen legal aid intent on the searching of the family members, aids with the orientation
in the system of the state administration and legal system and also representation of the minor
asylum seekers in the procedure of asylum grant and administrative expulsion. The OPU
objective is mainly the situation of the minors in detention (the police centres of the detention
of foreigners for the purpose of administrative expulsion).

The volunteers are traditionally involved in the OPU's activities. The Podane ruce project
enabled students from the selected Universities and also the workers from the associated
organisations and societies to join the free-time activities. The co-operation with the groups of
students of the Universities was enabled by the help of the Multicultural centre in Prague
(www.mke.cz). The people who decided to devote their free time on a long -term basis to a
specific foreigner, that was granted asylum by the Ministry, form a special group among our
volunteers. The aim of this activity is to make easier the integration into the Czech society for
the asylum holder and members of his family in the place of their new residence.

With the support of The Embassy of the United States (www.usembassy.cz) we carried the
project Behind the Fences that was focused on the free time of refugee children. The
children of the asylum seekers were meeting the children from the elementary schools from the
towns where the asylum centres of Refugee Facilities Management of the Czech Interior Ministry
are situated or from the towns next to these centres. The similar project Setkavani, focused on
the painting activities of the children and also on the volunteers' activities, was realised from the
support of the collection Pomozte détem of Nadace rozvoje obcanské spolecnosti
(www.nros.cz)
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OUR PUBLICATIONS

The great emphasis we lay on publishing reflects one of the OPU's chief priorities: to enhance
public awareness of refugee issues. Our production is intended for the refugees and/or for
professionals as well as those interested. OPU publications are also available from its website
(www.opu.cz). Our opinions and comments on various issues related to refugees can also be
found under a special heading of the website.

As mentioned above, OPU provides counselling on the asylum procedure in the Czech Republic,
which includes issuing information on rights and duties of the asylum seekers. In reaction to the
needs of the refugees as well as other parties involved, we published a booklet entitled
"Welcome to the Czech Republic" in 2001, which is available in Czech, English and Russian. In
2003, which saw many significant changes in the refugee policies, we produced an update of the
booklet, again in the three language versions.

VITEJTE WELCOME
TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Second Edition

V CESKE REPUBLICE

2. doplnéné a rozsiené vydani

oD oromnizace
PRO POMOC

L uerchiikom

OfD oroanizac
PRO POMOC

L ueschuikim

Also issued in 2003 was a treatise called "The Right of Foreigners to Family Life". It was published
under the Family Reunion project supported by the Delegation of the European Commission in
the Czech Republic. It views reuniting of aliens' families in terms of the international law,
referring particularly to Article 8 of the European Convention on Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms. A large part is given to an outline of the previous decisions awarded
by the European Court of Justice for Human Rights in Strasbourg in the relevant cases. Also
included is an analysis of the issues in terms of the Czech legislation. The treatise is primarily
intended for professionals in the field and students of law.

PRAVO CIZINCE
NA RODINNY ZIVOT

Martin Rozumek, Pavla Vrétna

oP
o/

PRO POMOC
UPRCHLIKUM

The collection of lectures presented in the first year of the Social Work with Refugees university
course was also published in 2003, under the Social Clinic project. The course was organized
together with Charles University of Prague, Faculty of Arts, Department of Social Work. The
significance of the collection lies mainly in the variety of the aspects of the social work with the
highly specific group of asylum seekers and recognized refugees in the Czech Republic which was
covered. Since the collection includes contributions by representatives of both governmental
and non-governmental institutions and organizations concerned with refugee issues, it contains
a great deal of invaluable practical experience.

SOCIALNi PRACE
S UPRCHLIKY
sbornik prispévku v kurzu

Socidlni aspekty uprchlictvi
Vv teorii a praxi

=]

As our long-term experience shows, the publications concerning migration and refugees in the
Czech Republic are constantly in demand. Therefore, we hope continue the development of
OPUr's publishing activities.

-
(-
(=]
-9
Wl
(-
-l
<
-
=
=
<
e
(=]
o
™~
[
=
™=




-
(-
=
(-9
Wl
(-
-l
<
-
=
=
<
en
(=]
o
™~
)
=
=

We believe that the successful functioning of an NGO s not possible without continual exchange
and dissemination of information and experience, meeting other workers in the same field and
permanent advancement of the staff's knowledge and skills. This is the more true for an NGO active
in migration and asylum related issues, especially in the light of the upcoming accession of the Czech
Republic to the EU. Enduringly interested in the latest developments, the OPU was represented in
a wide range of both international and domestic conferences and seminars also in 2003.

In addition, the OPU has been an active organiser of conferences and seminars. In this sense, our
2003 most significant achievement was co-organising of the ECRE Central European Fundraising
Project international conference held in Kutna Hora. This conference for NGO workers from Central
Europe and Balkan aimed at NGOs' better co-operation and networking in lobbying as well as in
fund-raising to ensure their functioning and operation, mainly with the upcoming access to the EU.

Another important event was an international workshop on prevention and monitoring of sexual
and gender violence among those seeking international protection. Organised as part of a PHARE
project implemented by the OPU and the Menedék, a Hungarian NGO, this workshop for NGO
representatives from countries of Central and Eastern Europe focused on exchange of information
and discussion of various aspects of the NGOs' activities pertaining to prevention and monitoring of
violence within the refugee population, including the prospects of forming effective prevention and
monitoring mechanisms on national levels.

The seminar entitled “Training of Legal Clinic Education" was among the OPU_s 2003 contributions
to an educational form we have used and promoted in the Czech Republic for several years.
Organized in co-operation with the Open Society Justice Initiative & Public Interest Law Initiative
and attended by legal clinic professors of largely European universities, this interactive workshop
was sponsored by the Open Society Institute. The focus was primarily on exchange of practical
experience in clinical education.

Further successful 2003 OPU events included a seminar under our Reunion of Families project and
a series of the UNHCR Competency Development Program workshops to educate social workers.

OPU was also represented in a wide range of especially international seminars and conferences in
2003, such as the regular meetings of the ECRE members which are held every six months, the
meetings of the EQUAL initiative in Gothenburg, Sweden, and Assen, the Netherlands, and the
Budapest seminars under the Competency Development Program of the UNHCR and the
European Centre for the Roma Rights. Part of these activities were also several visits to Strasbourg
and Brussels sponsored by the ECRE, Council of Europe and Delegation of the EU in Prague.

From August 12" and September 7", 2003, we organised an exhibition of artistic and reporting
photographs of refugees by leading Czech photographers. Held under the auspices of the Czech
Minister of Education, Petra Buzkov4, on the premises of the Dim fotografie Josefa Sudka (Josef
Sudek House of Photography) gallery, the exhibition was mainly aimed at drawing attention of the
general public to the refugee problem existing in many parts of the world, and presentation of the
OPU's activities.

We are very proud of the 2003 award to our colleague, Dzana-Nidzar Popovi¢, by Ruud
Lubbers, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees for promotion of gender equality. DZana
Popovi¢ has been involved in the preparation and implementation of an international project of
counselling to women asylum seekers in specific situations. Among the project's aims is the
improvement of women's standing in the refugee camps, especially in terms of their personal
safety. In 2002, Dzana Popovi¢ initiated and prepared the project of Social Clinic courses, which
are offered at Charles University of Prague, Faculty of Arts, Department of Social Work.

Dzana Popovi¢ comes from Bosnia and Herzegovina and has lived in the Czech Republic since
1993. Having worked with the OPU for many years, she has been focusing on social work with
refugees. She is primarily concerned with the problems of endangered groups, and holds the
position of the Focal Point of the UNHCR Competency Development Program for Central
Europe, Baltic countries and Cypress.

Ruud Lubbers, who initiated the annual award for women in 2002, said: "I believe there are many
practical steps that can significantly change the standing of women, their families and the
communities where these women come from." The number of the awards has doubled
compared to 2002: the 20 women come from Africa, North America, Asia and Europe. Lubbers,
who also chaired the awarding committee, pointed out: “Their work must be awarded. It's an
encouragement for the women refugees and for all of us."
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FINANCIAL RESOURCES

(in thousands of Czech Krowns)

UNHCR

Ministry of Interior — Department for Asylum and Migration Policy
Open Society Fund

Linklaters

European Commission — Phare

Embassy of the United States of America

Royal Netherlands Embassy

Delegation of the European Commission in the Czech Republic
European Council for Refugees and Exiles

Competency Development Program

Nadace rozvoje ob¢anské spolecnosti

European Commission — Youth

European Commission - Consortium

Pro Asyl

Private donations

Total

2,002
1,020
665
200
148
200
86
263
52

6l
100
243
1,082
65
134

6,321



